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Alternative Season Fall Sports/Traditional Spring Sports FAQ 

 
Due to COVID-19, the WIAA provided school districts the option to move their fall sports seasons to an 
alternative spring.  As a result, all of the athletic seasons were shortened for the 2020-2021 school year, and 
the traditional spring season was extended through the end of June.  The Stevens Point Area School District 
(SPASD) made the decision to move the fall sports seasons to the spring.   As a result, we know this will 
present student-athletes and families with choices to make and potential conflicts with high school season 
overlaps, as well as create conflicts with non-school sponsored programs.   Below is a Q & A format for your 
reference.  If you have any questions please contact Michael Blair, SPASH Athletic Director, at 
mblair@pointschools.net for additional information. In a year of uncertainty, stress and adversity, it will take all 
of us working together to provide opportunities for our student-athletes. 
 
First and foremost, timely and frequent communication between the student-athletes, parents, and coaches will 
need to take place to provide student-athletes with the best possible experience in doing both an alternate fall 
season sport and a spring season sport. The mindset at SPASH has always been to stress the importance of 
getting involved and being a multiple sport athlete, and as such this belief helped guide our decision making 
process when working through this process. 
 
Alternative Fall Sports Start and End Dates 

● Girls Swimming: starts Feb. 8th and ends the week of April 5th  
● Volleyball: starts Feb. 22nd and ends the week of April 12th 
● Girls Tennis: starts March 8th and ends the week of April 26th 
● Football: starts March 8th and ends the week of May 3rd 
● Boys and Girls Cross Country: starts March 15th and ends the week of May 3rd 
● Girls Rugby: starts March 15 
● Boys Soccer: starts March 22nd and ends the week of May 10th  
● Girls Golf: starts March 29th and ends the week of May 17th 

 
 
Spring Sports Start and End Dates 

● Baseball: starts April 19th and ends the week of June 28th 
● Boys Golf: starts April 19th and ends the week of June 14th 
● Boys and Girls Track: starts April 19th and ends the week of June 28th  
● Softball: starts April 19th and ends the week of June 21st 
● Girls Soccer: starts April 26th and ends the week of June 28th 
● Boys Tennis: starts May 3rd and ends the week of June 21st  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Q and A 

 
1) Can I participate in both an alternative fall sport and spring sport at the same time?  

Yes, as long as you have talked with both of your coaches in each season and have worked 
out a practice and competition plan.  The coaches must work together to help as best they can. 

2) Will I miss some of the competitions in both my alternative fall sport and spring sport 
season?  Yes, this could happen if competitions are on the same day for two different sports. 
Also, athletes must have sufficient practice time to compete in a competition.  

3) Can I stop my alternative fall sport season and just start my spring season on time?  
This is not what we would like.  If you choose to do so, you will not get credit for finishing the 
alternative fall sport season “in good standing” and as such, would not receive any school 
award, all-conference award, etc., nor would you get credit for a full season towards the 4-year 
or 3-sport athlete awards or the GOLDEN S award. 

4) Do I have to practice for both my alternative fall sport and spring sport in order to be 
able to play in games and/or competitions for both sports?  Yes, you will need to have 
both your coaches approve a practice plan in order to be able to play in games and/or 
competitions for either sport. 

5) Can I attend two practices in a day (one for my alternative fall sport and the other for my 
spring sport)?  Possibly, depending on when the practices are scheduled.  If one practice is 
in the morning and the other is after school, this would be allowed.  If both practices are in the 
morning or after school, then you would only be allowed to attend one practice.  We don’t want 
athletes over-exerting themselves too much, which could lead to an injury. 

6) Can I attend a practice for one of my sports on the same day I have a competition for 
the other sport?  No, on a game day for either sport you will not be allowed to attend a 
practice for the other sport even if the practice is in the morning and the game is in the 
afternoon or evening. 

7) How will academic eligibility work in the alternate season?  All student-athletes’ will be 
eligible to start the alternate fall season and academic eligibility will be determined by 3rd 
quarter grades. If a student-athlete has a failing grade for 3rd quarter he/she will be ineligible 
to compete for 15 scheduled school days (starting March 31).  Grade checks will be made via 
Skyward on 15th day for eligibility on 16th school day.  
 
All student-athletes will be eligible to start spring sports and academic eligibility will be 
determined by 4th quarter grades.  If a student-athlete has a failing grade for 4th quarter, 
he/she will be ineligible for 21 calendar days starting on June 9.  If a student-athlete is not in a spring 
sport and fails a 4th quarter class, he/she will be ineligible for fall sports in August for 21 calendar days by WIAA 
rule.  

8) If I have an injury and am unable to practice for both sports, can I practice for just one 
sport?  No, if you are injured you will not be allowed to practice for any sport until you are 
cleared by a trainer to practice for both sports.  You will be working with an athletic trainer on 
your rehabilitation and both coaches will be made aware of your injury. 

 
 
 
 



The WIAA allows student-athletes to compete in not more than two non-school competitions with prior school 
approval during each regular season.  Some sports have been granted additional numbers of non-school 
competitions, as well as allowing the non-school competitions to take place after the WIAA tournament series 
has started. This includes boys soccer and volleyball - 4; baseball and softball - 3; all other sports still get two 
non-school competitions.  Here are the guidelines that will be used by the SPASH coaching staff regarding 
non-school competition requests. 
 

SPASH will allow student-athletes to participate in non-school competitions  
○ Coaches will need a minimum of a two week notice to allow coaches to coordinate and 

adjust rosters (exceptions will be considered for extenuating circumstances) 
○ Coach will clearly communicate expectations or the potential of loss of playing time if a 

club event is chosen over a school event 
○ If a non-school competition is taking place after the WIAA tournament series has started 

for a sport, the coach and student-athlete will have a discussion on whether or not 
participating is in the best interest of the team.  In these situations, the head coach and 
school administration will have a discussion with the student athlete and their parents. 
The school will have the final determination on whether or not school approval will be 
provided.  If the student-athlete fails to follow the decision of the head coach, the 
student-athlete will be ineligible to participate in the sport for the remainder of the 
season. 

 
The school’s expectation is that student-athletes will not miss any school practices due to non-school practices 
and/or competitions unless approval has been granted by the head coach.  Please keep in mind that with the 
spring sport seasons ending in late June, students will not be in school. Some coaches may run morning 
and/or early afternoon practices.  Also, with all spring sport seasons having their state tournaments after 
school is over, fourth quarter grades will be used for athletic eligibility for those participating in a spring sport 
(this includes Graduated Seniors).  Having a failing quarter grade will result in a 21 calendar day ineligibility 
period and will impact a student-athlete's eligibility to participate in the WIAA spring sport tournament series. 
 
 
 
 


